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Preface 
THE HEALTHY HOUSING INSPECTION MANUAL completes the foundation of the  

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC’s) Healthy Homes Initiative. The manual 

reflects the ongoing commitment of both CDC and the U.S. Department of Housing and  

Urban Development (HUD) to work together to provide local jurisdictions with tools to  

address housing-related health hazards. Development of this manual was supported by the 

HUD and CDC Healthy Homes Initiatives.

The agencies’ initiatives related to healthy homes were created to develop a holistic approach 

to healthy housing based on the following broad objectives:

 

 

to adopt a holistic approach addressing multiple housing deficiencies that affect health 

and safety.

nurses, housing specialists, housing owners, housing managers, and others who work 

in the community so they can incorporate healthy housing activities into their  

professional activities.

and other activities at the federal, state, tribal, and community levels that research and 

demonstrate low-cost, effective home hazard assessment and intervention methods.

 

high-risk populations, to increase public awareness of residential hazards and highlight 

effective actions households can take to reduce the risk for illness and injury. 
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The Healthy Housing Inspection Manual is a model reference tool that local jurisdictions  

or others may use as is or modify based on local needs. Use of the manual is expected to  

improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the public health, housing management, and  

workforces that identify, prevent, and control health problems associated with housing.  

The manual does not introduce any inspection requirements, nor does it modify any existing 

inspection requirements for housing agencies, residents, HUD, or CDC. The manual is not 

a substitute for the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) Minimum Property Standards. 

Finally, the manual does not propose to establish any regulatory authority for HUD or CDC 

with regard to residential inspection requirements.

 

The Healthy Housing Inspection Manual takes environmental health professionals and  

housing managers, specialists, and inspectors through the elements of a holistic home  

inspection. It is also a useful reference tool for nurses, outreach workers, and others who  

are interested in preventing illness and injury due to residential health and safety hazards. 

The Healthy Housing Inspection Manual addresses the broad range of housing deficiencies 

and hazards that can affect residents’ health and safety. The purpose of the manual is to 

professionals, property owners and property managers, 

 

conditions in the home, and adverse health outcomes, and 

 

efficient, effective, and timely manner. 

HUD and CDC have also jointly developed and funded other important activities related to 

healthy homes, including 

health practitioners, public health nurses, housing specialists, and others interested 

in building local capacity to address housing-related health hazards (Healthy Homes 

Training Center and Network, http://www.healthyhomestraining.org).
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